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Studio19 Architects' very f irst new sletter. Check out updates of the f irm
and of the market.

View  this email in your brow ser

BIRTHDAY CONTEMPLATION

It is Studio19’s 5th birthday today!

Birthdays are a natural time to reflect on the past and look forw ard to the

future w hile making a birthday w ish.

As w e look back on the past 5 years, w e feel fortunate to have earned

your trust and confidence.  Because of your support w e have enjoyed

rapid grow th and success beyond expectation.  It seems like only

yesterday that the f irm w as composed of only tw o people w orking on a

few  small house remodels.  Today w e have a staff of 12 employees w ith

a w ide spectrum of experience and expertise w orking on many exciting

projects including a 220 unit mixed–use apartment building w ith the largest

farmers market in the region and a 30 story hotel/condominium tow er.

The future holds endless possibility for us all.  The economic outlook to

w hich our profession is so tightly bound is brighter than it has been at any

time this century.  How ever w e also understand that resting on our laurels

w ill not get us to w here w e w ant to go.  We w ill continue to strive to be

better than w e w ere yesterday and to provide you w ith the best possible

service so that w e may harvest our success along w ith yours.

Thank you for your friendship, your business, and the opportunity to serve

you!

FEATURED PROJECT

OF THE MONTH

UW High Rise Development

Studio19 is thrilled to be

adding a High-Rise Mixed-

Use Development to our

portfolio of projects at the

University District. The

project is a proposed 30

story residential allowing

for greater concentration

of housing development,

with retail at ground level

enhancing pedestrian

experience. Stay

connected with Studio19

for updates on this exciting

project.

FEATURED PARTNERSHIP

OF THE MONTH

Our featured partner of

the month is BEE
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Hui Tian, Principal, AIA, MAIBC, LEED AP

Studio19 Architects

About The Writer

Hui Tian, founder of Studio19 Architects, is originally from China and came

to the United States in 1997 after being granted a full scholarship for

Master of Architecture at the University of Minnesota. She moved to

Seattle in 1999 after graduation. She has 17 years of diversif ied

experience and has w orked w ith renow ned Seattle f irms such as NBBJ

and Mahlum prior of starting her ow n firm. She is licensed to practice

architecture in both US and Canada and is a LEED Accredited

Professional.

 

Consulting. BEE is a

progressive building

envelope engineering firm

that specializes in design

and inspection, with

complimentary energy and

prevention analysis. BEE

has been collaborating with

us on both the Pagoda

Village Everett and Potala

Village Kirkland projects.

They are great to work

with, are quick to respond

to questions and requests

and have a kind,

competent and helpful

staff. If you are in need of

building envelope

specialists we highly

recommend BEE!

www.bee-engineers.com

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
 

Whatever good things  w e build end up building us .

- by Jim Rohn

http://www.bee-engineers.com/
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MARKET TRENDS

Housing starts up sharply, but that's mostly due to

apartments

Original Article from Puget Sound Business Journal

 

Is the U.S. becoming a nation of renters?

That’s the question posed by April’shousing starts data from the U.S. Census Bureau. The totals make it look as if

housing is booming — starts w ere up 13.2 percent in April compared w ith March, topping 1 million. But single-

family starts w ere up only 0.8 percent, to 649,000. Most of the grow th in housing starts came from multifamily

units — housing starts for buildings w ith f ive or more units totaled 413,000.

This is multifamily housing’s largest share of overall housing starts since 1974, MarketWatch notes. Most of

these units are rentals.

No w onder single-family home builders areless excited about their prospects.

Lots of factors could be in play here. Many young adults are w aiting longer to start families, and many also are

burdened by high student loan debt. They’re less likely to have the larger dow n payments that now  are required

to buy a house.

Plus, urban living has become more attractive, and apartments tend to more affordable and available in big cities

than single-family homes.

Some observers, such as The Upshot’s Neil Irw in, fear that housing w ill contribute less to economic grow th

because of the movement tow ard apartments instead of single-family homes. The National Association of Home

Builders estimates that building a new  single-family home creates nearly three jobs in a year, w hile building an

apartment home creates only one job. But most new  apartment buildings have multiple units, and it takes only

three units to top the job-creating impact of a single-family house.

The f inancial industry could lose jobs as a result of this shift tow ard apartments — few er homebuyers mean

few er mortgages. So could home-improvement stores — w ho needs a law nmow er w hen you live in an

apartment tow er?

But the biggest loss could be in the American adult’s psyche. As my Realtor explained to me w hen he sold us

our f irst house 27 years ago, home ow nership changes you. You’ve got a piece of property that’s yours (as

long as you make your mortgage payments), and the responsibility that comes w ith it. You’re not just dust in the

w ind, no matter w hat Kansas sings.

But I'm just an aging baby boomer, as evidenced by that dated musical reference.

http://www.census.gov/construction/nrc/pdf/newresconst.pdf
http://www.bizjournals.com/bizjournals/washingtonbureau/2014/05/home-builder-confidence-lowest-level-in-a-year.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/17/upshot/housing-is-recovering-single-family-homes-arent.html?partner=socialflow&smid=tw-nytimesbusiness
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/dc/washington/national_association_of_home_builders_/3325966
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?sectionID=734&genericContentID=227858&channelID=311
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tH2w6Oxx0kQ&feature=kp
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It's your w orld, Millennials. I'm just trying to live in it.

Get off my law n.

Author:

Kent Hoover

Washington Bureau Chief

http://w w w .bizjournals.com/seattle/new s/new s-w ire/2014/05/16/housing-starts-up-sharply-but-thats-mostly-

due-to.html?iana=ind_rre&page=all
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